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A good day to all! 
 
Indeed, we live in challenging and uncertain times!  
 
Early this month, the Duterte administration handed the US a Notice to Terminate the Visiting 
Forces Agreement. The immediate concern would be its implications on Philippine national 
security and its effects on the Mutual Defense Treaty and the Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement. There is also the possibility of reducing or ending joint military exercises like the 
Balikatan, Kamandag and Sama-Sama, which aid in developing and increasing the military 
capabilities of the Armed Forces of the Philippines. The termination of the agreement may also 
affect intelligence sharing and surveillance.  
 
We should further be reminded that beyond the national reach of our security, the US gravitates 
multilateral alliances within the region that allows the country to deter external security threats. 
Additionally, the US has also been a strategic partner not only in terms of maintaining peace and 
stability in the region but also for investments, jobs, infrastructure and humanitarian aid. 
 
Foreign policy does not exist solely for maintaining alliances nor is it simply a strategy on building 
relations with other nations. The main priority in its structure and approach is securing the best 
interests of the Filipino people. Despite his pronouncements of an independent foreign policy, 
Duterte opted for an appeasement policy that set aside the arbitral victory and (successfully) 
distanced the country from strategic allies. This has resulted to a ramming of a Filipino fishing 
vessel, unannounced navigation and overflight within Philippine territory, destruction of Philippine 
marine resources, and increased illegal operations in the domestic level.  
 
Public opinion matters, especially if what is at stake is Philippine security and the future of the 
generations to come. 
 
[Discuss surveys] 
 
With less than 180 days before the VFA is officially terminated, it is important that we truly 
understand and assess the consequences of such a decision. If the Duterte administration 
commits to this, they should also be held accountable in finding a viable alternative that could 
maintain and upgrade our defense capabilities – not from an expansionist neighbour but through 
well-meaning, strategic partnerships.   
 
In this forum, we have invited speakers, who are experts on their respective fields, to discuss the 
dynamics of the US-PH alliance over the years, review the relevance of the VFA to the current 
geopolitical and domestic environment, assess the possible implications of other existing defense 
pacts with the US and lastly, forecast a possible direction that the country may take in a Post-VFA 
scenario.  
 
And as always, we are honoured to be joined by esteemed individuals from the academe, civil 
society organizations, and the diplomatic community, who I am sure, have insightful comments. 
Thank you for being a part of today’s event, and I look forward to an engaging discussion. 


