
 
 

 

Environmental Stewardship Post-Pandemic: 
The Path to a Green Economic Recovery 

25 June 2020, Thursday | 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
 
Talking Points 
 
§ The COVID-19 pandemic and economic lockdown has caused massive global 

disruption and uncertainty that will continue for many months and will have 
implications for economic growth, the financial well-being of people, 
governments, and private and public investments.  
 

§ This pandemic gives us an opportunity to rethink our old approaches and 
ways, especially in terms of how we could further incorporate the principle of 
sustainability in all our systems and operations. 

 
§ We have the window of opportunity to jumpstart the economy that can reduce 

pollution, generate employment, provide access to cheaper and domestically 
sourced energy, restore the environment, and lead sustainable lives towards 
a healthier, safer, and much better normal. 

 
§ The Climate Reality Project is essentially a community—people from all 

walks of life but with a shared aspiration of solving the climate crisis. The 
strength of the organization is in the formation of Climate Reality Leaders 
who are the ones who advance ambitious climate action in their respective 
countries. 

 
§ The Philippine branch has around 600 Pinoy Climate Reality Leaders, and we 

expect more Pinoy climate advocates to join after they have undergone the 
Global Training led by former US Vice President Al Gore this July. Within this 
community, there are leaders who focus on areas, such as food security, 
policy, energy, education, health, water, marine conservation, and so on—
but of course, the foundation is really environmental stewardship. 

 
§ The role of the branch is activating the robust network of our Climate Reality 

Leaders to push initiatives and solutions. It’s about bridging our leaders and 
elevating their actions with other advocates, policymakers, and movers to 
support and institutionalize their efforts.  

 
§ The Philippines, having acceded to the Paris Agreement, recognizes that 

sustainable lifestyles and sustainable patterns of consumption and 
production play an important role in addressing climate change. 

 
 



 
 

  

§ Policies and initiatives that aim to promote sustainable consumption and 
production (SCP): formulation of a polluter’s pay policy, establishment of a 
sustainable market for recyclables and recycled products, strengthening the 
certification and establishment of information systems for green products 
and services, strengthening promotion, development, transfer, and adoption 
of eco-friendly technologies, systems, and practices in the public and private 
sectors by increasing access to incentives and facilitating ease of doing 
business and other related transactions (Chapter 20—Ensuring Ecological 
Integrity, Clean and Healthy Environment—of the Philippine Development Plan 
(PDP) 2017-2022). 

 
§ A circular economy essentially refers to a new way or system of creating value 

and prosperity by extending product lifespan through improved design and 
servicing, and relocating waste from the end of the supply chain to the 
beginning—in effect, using resources more efficiently by using them over 
and over, not only once (United Nations Industrial Development Organization or 
UNIDO).   

 
§ The Philippines can benefit a lot in a circular economy since we produce a lot 

of waste daily that tend to end up in our oceans and the fish we eat.   
 

• A 2015 report on plastic pollution by the Ocean Conservancy organization 
and the McKinsey Centre for Business and Environment ranked the 
Philippines as the third-largest source of discarded plastic that ends up in 
the ocean, behind China and Indonesia. The report said that the 
Philippines generates 2.7 million tonnes of plastic waste annually and 20 
per cent or half a million tonnes of that leaks into the oceans. 
 

• A 2019 report by the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA) 
revealed that Filipinos use more than 163 million plastic sachet packets, 
48 million shopping bags, and 45 million thin film bags daily. 
 

• In terms of food waste, Filipinos waste around 308,000 tons of rice every 
year, and in Metro Manila, around 2,175 tons of food scraps end up as 
waste, mostly coming from restaurants. How much else is lost on water, 
feeds, labor and other resources that go with food preparation and 
distribution? 

 
§ In 2000, Republic Act No. 9003 or the Ecological Solid Waste Management Act 

is enacted. It was considered a landmark legislation on environmental 
management and became a model for other countries. But 20 years after its 
enactment, many LGUs are still behind in their implementation of the law. 

 
§ We proposed a complementary policy directive that could make the 

companies shoulder the burden of proper waste disposal and not only the 



 
 

  

consumers. In a circular economy, these companies must be part of the 
process of finding solutions to our problems.  

 
§ Our potential for sustainable urban mobility initiatives to help address air 

pollution and curb carbon emissions, is massive. We have been in a traffic 
crisis even before the pandemic. We need to realize that the main objective 
and also the solution is to focus on moving people, not cars.   

 
§ There are 88% of Filipino households in Metro Manila who do not have cars. 

To liberate the majority of Filipinos in Metro Manila, we need protected and 
interconnected bike lanes within the cities and neighboring areas. 

 
§ The Monetary Board of the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas approved the 

Sustainable Finance Framework to set a precedence for banks to start pricing 
climate and transition risk, and also valuing climate-resilient and low-
carbon opportunities.  

 
§ The pandemic provides an opportune time for the Philippines to delay the 

building of import-reliant coal plants. The rapid drop in the cost of renewable 
energy has opened new possibilities in energy systems around the world, 
especially for the Philippines.  
 

§ The Philippines is not only well-positioned to take advantage of deflationary 
renewable energy which can reduce overall system cost, it can also take 
advantage of the co-benefits that arise from price stability, localized 
employment opportunities, and system resilience.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


