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Diagnostic Analysis of What Ails the Country 
30 June 2020 

 
“TRANSPARENCY and ACCOUNTABILITY:  REGAINING PUBLIC TRUST 

THROUGH DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE” 
 
Transparency International – Philippines is a SEC-registered Non-government 
organization, and as rabid advocate of a corrupt-free nation through transparency 
and accountability, mention of the Constitutional provision in Article XI, Section 1 
– Accountability of Public Officers, is a must. Article XI, Section 1 reads: 
   

“Article XI, Section 1 – Public office is a public trust. Public officers and 
employees must at all times be accountable to the people, serve them with 
utmost responsibility, integrity, loyalty, and efficiency, act with patriotism 
and justice, and lead modest lives.” 

 
On August 25, this year, TI-Philippines will be celebrating its 25th year launching 
anniversary, and for a quarter of century of our existence, we have conducted 
several studies of the status and nomenclature of corruption in the country aside 
from the seminars, workshops, round table discussions, organized and hosted 
international and local conferences on the same subject.  Such being the case, 
and considering the priority given to solving the menace of corruption under this 
governance, the nature of public office and the behavior of public officers  
manning the government responsibilities to the governed, has timely engaged the 
organization I represent.  
 
(The illustrious Founders and Trustees of TI-Philippines included Dr. Randy David, 
Prof. Solita Monsod, Amb. Edgardo Espiritu, Atty. Mervyn G. Encanto, Justice 
Camilo Quiason, Mr. Felipe Alfonso, Mr. Vicente Jayme, Atty. Regina P. Geraldez, 
Mr. Antonio Roldan, Atty. Maria P. Singson, Atty. B. de Lima and yours truly.  The 
Board of Trustees has representatives from a broad spectrum of society known in 
their chosen profession, such as a sociologist, from the academe in the field of 
economics and a journalist, bankers, from the Judiciary, businessmen and 
entrepreneurs, legal and corporate management).   
 
With the composition of the Board of Trustees, the path charted by TI-Philippines 
in the form of a unified approach to the problem of corruption included a 
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research study called National Integrity System (NIS), a forum on Reforms in 
Governance and Business jointly sponsored by TI-Philippine and South East Asian 
Parliamentarians (SEAPAC) Against Corruption, seminar workshops conducted in 9 
out of the 13 Regions on the subject “Building Integrity in Democratic Governance 
by Enhancing the Culture of Patriotism and Good Governance” implemented with 
UNDP funding through the Civil Service Commission as the primary agency to 
implement the Anti-Red Tape Act of 2007, Republic Act No. 9485, among many 
others.      
 
The TI-Philippines and SEAPAC conference on the topic “Action Program to Fight 
Corruption”, was enhanced by the definition of one of the British 
Parliamentarians, Sir Edward Burke with his definition, that: “Corrupt influence is 
itself the perennial spring of all prodigality, and of all disorder; it loads us more 
than millions of debts, takes away vigour from our arms, wisdom from our 
councils and every shadow and authority and credit from the most vulnerable 
parts of our constitution.”  
 
In analyzing the performance of public officers we have to know the three (3) 
natures that are intrinsic to public office: 1) Public Office is a public trust.  It is not 
to be understood as a position of honor, prestige and power but a position of 
rendering service to the public; 2) It is not a property, the holder thereof may not 
claim vested right in it which may not be disturbed by legislation. Any office 
otherwise known as the Constitutional Commissions (such as the Civil Service 
Commission, Commission on Election, Commission on Audit, Commission on 
Human Rights and the Office of the Ombudsman) may be abolished by law unless 
the abolition undermines the security of tenure of members of the Judiciary. This 
nature is a specific provision of the Constitution under Art. VIII - Judicial 
Department, Sec. 2, par. 2 that reads: “No law shall be passed reorganizing the 
Judiciary when it undermines the security of tenure of its Members.”  
 
 Notwithstanding this nature, the Quo Warranto in Rule 66 of the Revised Rules of 
Court that was filed by the Solicitor General against the first lady Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court not only as a vivid example of an arrogation of power and 
authority, but a stark violation of the Constitution that specifically requires that 
IMPEACHMENT is the only means of removing certain officials.   Under Sec. 2 of  
Article XI, -  “The President, the Vice-President, the Members of the Supreme 
Court, the Members of the Constitutional Commissions, and the Ombudsman may 
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be removed from office, on impeachment for, and conviction of, culpable 
violation of the Constitution, treason, bribery, graft and corruption, other high 
crimes, or betrayal of public trust. All other public officers and employees may be 
removed from office as provided by law, but not by impeachment.”  
 
With this perversity in setting aside the mandate of the Constitution for 
expediency and convenience to attain their own political and personal agenda, 
the following dysfunctional instances are mentioned as they exacerbate the 
lamentable condition of governance in the midst of responding to the COVID 19 
pandemic crisis.  
 

1. In an attempt to muzzle those who are not in agreement with the policy 
directions and personal-driven agenda of public officers the supremacy of 
the fundamental law of the land, the Constitution is subjugated to the 
Revised Rules of Court or any law for that matter; 

 
2. In the context of democracy, the Quo Warranto Petition became the 

aggressor.  The petition enabled the State to destroy an Institution well 
enshrined in the fundamental law of the land; 

 
3. The third nature of public office is: -  “It is not a contract.”  As the 

Legislative body has failed to pass an Anti-dynasty law under Article II – 
Declaration of Principles and State Policies, Section 26 that reads: “The 
State shall guarantee equal access to opportunities for public service, and 
prohibit political dynasties as may be defined by law.”; what is transparent 
is the merry-go-round among husband-wife-children teams and the 
recycling of public officers from one position to another without due 
process of law; 

 
4. Service to the people requires utmost responsibility, integrity, loyalty and 

efficiency, yet the current malpractice is the use of public office as reward 
to people who helped in the political campaign of appointing authorities. 
This practice is a blatant disregard of the principle that a public office is not 
a personal property of those who are vested with the trust of the governed.  

 
5. The most recent example of insubordination of several Regional Directors 

in the Department of Social Welfare and Development despite having 
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caused tremendous delay in the distribution of the Social Amelioration 
Program (SAP) coupled with the distorted lists and out dated data of 
beneficiaries and the unfair categorization of the beneficiaries.  

 
6. Political supporters come in different forms and categories.  They do not 

aspire for public office or position, but their interests target concessions of 
doing any kind of business without regard for the interest of the public and 
very often contrary to the precepts of the Constitution secured only to the 
people of the nation.  Industries and public utilities dedicated to Filipinos 
only, have been considered for foreign developers or investors by 
redefining words, phrases and specific provisions in the Constitution and 
worst, circumventing the prohibition by allowing Filipino participation even 
as they only serve as dummy to foreign investors and interests. 

 
7. This system is opposed to the nature of a public office as it treats it as if it is 

a private property that can be used for rewarding those who have made 
the coveted victory a reality.  To those who belong to the losing party, they 
are vanquished in freedom, life or property and to the nation, democracy.  
It would be wishful to see that the victor should be magnanimous rather 
than vindictive to the loser and work together for the common good.  
Otherwise, there will be endless conflict and struggle as the machinery of 
the government will be used to avenge the wrong germane in politics as a 
license to malign, eliminate and crash the opponent. 

 
8. The latest crisis that we are desperately trying to solve, has exposed the 

deficiencies and some forms of lawlessness that magnified the utter 
disregard of the Constitutional mandate that government officials have to 
Act with Patriotism and Justice.  It also exposed a tremendous 
discoordination among the implementing agencies resulting in disarray in 
its highest magnitude. The recent scandal in the purchase of PPEs, test kits 
and the release of compensation for medical front-liners has resulted in the 
clamor to remove or change the Secretary of Health although the assurance 
of the President for the Secretary to stay in the service as he has complete 
trust in him, has temporarily quieted the clamor of some lawmakers and 
related sectors.   
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9. As the office of the Ombudsman is conducting the investigation of the 
irregularity, the President made remarks that: “My people here are clean 
and I still believe in them.”  He added by saying “Duque does not need to 
steal because he is already rich.  The money was not squandered either, I’m 
sure of that.  I am very sure and I place my reputation on Secretary Duque 
that there was no corruption that happened there.” Such remarks will 
unnecessarily affect the integrity of its resolution, one way or the other, 
aside from putting the independence of the Ombudsman in question.   

 
10. On the other hand, the continuous distribution of amelioration benefits 

may have developed the culture of mendicancy while the government has 
embarked on the binge of securing loans to augment the wasteful spending 
of the taxes as its distribution has been characterized with corruption.  
Consequently, the delayed distribution of the cash assistance to the 
poorest of the poor, the jobless and the PWDs, a number of jeepney drivers 
resorted to begging and mass gathering to demand the return of their only 
means of livelihood.  

 
11. Another anomalous transaction involving the government assistance to the 

farmers is in the agricultural sector believing that this sector is the 
backbone of the country that will hasten economic recovery is the Urea 
fertilizer purchased by the Department of Agriculture under the Bayanihan 
to Heal as One Act under Republic Act (RA) No. 11469, amounting to PHP 
1.8 billion. The purchase price is said to be more expensive as it will cost 
the farmers between Ph900 to Ph950 per bag compared to those available 
in the regional markets at Ph850 per bag thereby the loss of Ph150 per bag 
to the farmers.  

 
12. An added concern of the farmers is the importation of rice under the Rice 

Tarriffication Program, claiming that it is diametrically opposed to the local 
rice sufficiency program.  What is confusing is the fact that every 
commodity acquisition program is always attached to the importation 
system of commodities that are reportedly monopolized by cartel.  
Supplying the needs of the public is always connected to foreign interest 
rather than the local producers of the same commodity, which is a form of 
corruption in the highest degree. 
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13. Another problem being encountered is the modified school system of 
learning.  There are so many sectors who are lamenting the inefficacy or 
inefficiency of the new prescribed method because of the lack gadgets or 
internet connectivity.  Other quarters are defending this new program by 
assuring the public of equipment and financial assistance needed to join 
the core of the electronic learning system.  However, from reliable sources, 
the telephone or communication providers bewail the massive incidence of 
LGUs demanding huge amount of grease money for them to issue the 
necessary permits, clearances, aside from more other forms of taxes, fees 
and penalties, resulting in enormous delays in putting up the necessary 
equipment and facilities and the implementation of the modified method 
of learning. 

 
14. In the transportation system, the occurrence of COVID 19, has become a 

sign of relief to the incessant public clamor to ease up the perennial traffic 
congestion in EDSA and the secondary roads due to the tremendous 
business losses that amount to billions of pesos. When the ECQ was 
relaxed, there was a heightened clamor among the drivers and their 
employers to allow the old but traditional jeepneys to continue their 
operations.  However, the Department of Transportation introduced 
another palliative solution to help solve the problem of congestion by 
putting this group in the waiting list.  At first there was an announcement 
that the drivers will be hired as COVID 19 tracers without giving time to 
study the plausibility of the knowledge and know-how of being in simple 
terms, Investigators.  

 
15. Meantime, as the first plan fizzled out, the modern e-jeeps were allowed to 

operate together with the buses and other public passenger vehicles were 
allowed to start plying routes that were automatically created without 
serious study of their viability. This resulted in pandemic protests and 
dissent from more than 3000 jeepney drivers in the National Capital 
Region.  As of this writing, the organization of jeepney drivers was airing 
the disgust of its members that the run-around of the schedule to return to 
the road, is a sign that soon their franchises will be phased out.   

 
16. While the group is giving the Licensing arm of the LTO and the Department 

of Transportation another time for negotiation, they are threatening to 
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burn more than 2000 jeeps that will be phased out in the event the 
negotiation will fail. This aberration is a case of the government being 
reactionary instead of being pro-active.  Deficiencies such as the absence of 
guidelines, feasibility study conducted before adapting the program, 
protocols to be followed in its implementation, sustainability and the 
beneficial effects to the governed, are too glaring to the sectors concerned 
that naturally result in dissent and frustrations. 

  
17. Another major area of disparity or contradictory policies and the 

implementation of programs exist in the Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) 
who are said to be by the millions that has heightened the fractured 
situation of governance. The OFWs are those who have decided to come 
home either due to the termination of contracts or the closure of their 
employments overseas and for several decades, they have been hailed as 
heroes for swelling the dollar remittances of our coffers reportedly bringing 
in 18 percentile or higher of the Gross National Product (GNP).  The irony of 
this plaudit is the miserable situation that the OFWs encountered or are 
still encountering when they came home for good due to the global 
economic downturn of the countries employing them are experiencing at 
this COVID 19 pandemic era.   

 
18. Upon the arrival of by the hundreds of our expats in different batches, they 

were required to present documents showing that they are not infected 
with the virus, yet they were quarantined as protocol for a minimum 14 
days in emergency quarantine facilities.  Several batches of these OFWs 
stayed longer due to lack of monitoring machinery so they can be released 
and allowed to go home after completing the quarantine period in Metro 
Manila.  However, they could not go back to their home provinces due to 
lack of transportation facilities and serious discoordination among the 
agencies concerned.   

 
19. Several quarantined OFWs were complaining of lack of food and health 

facilities that some determined to go back to their loved ones, have to stay 
in the sidewalks or under the flyover close to the airport so they could leave 
as soon as flights are available.  Local stranded workers have the same 
experiences as in fact, one domestic helper died under this lamentable 
situation. As of this writing, there is a report that more than 300 OFWs died 
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in their places of work abroad and due to policies of the countries where 
they died, they could not be brought home if they died of COVID 19.  
Another problem encountered by the returning OFWs is the resistance of 
some LGUs where they originated, as these LGUs do not welcome their 
return they being suspects of the contagion. 

  
20. Another damaging image shown in the television was OFWs who are still 

stranded overseas and were scavenging trash cans in search for food in 
order to survive.  And while there is a financial assistance to them in the 
amount of US$200 each, there is no showing that this assistance has 
reached the intended beneficiaries due mainly to lack of a reliable census of 
various OFWs in each locality complete with their profile and contact 
numbers and places of temporary refuge in case of emergency.  

 
21. In the Judiciary, there are issues that generate dissent and frustration 

arising from variations of interpretation and application of the enabling law 
and the Constitutional provisions under Article III – Bill of Rights, Section 4 – 
Freedom of Speech, of Expression, and of the Press. The decision of the 
Regional Trial Court on the Cyberlibel case against Rappler executive editor 
Maria Ressa and writer Reynaldo Santos, Jr. has brought to light again a 
previous finding of the United Nations Human Rights (UNHR) Committee 
declaring Philippine libel laws to be in violation of an international treaty, 
called the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR).  Its 
Article 19, which provides that “everyone shall have the right to freedom of 
expression” and that “this right shall include freedom to seek, receive and 
impart information and ideas of all kinds” and that “the penalty for any 
abuse of the right must be reasonable and necessary.”  This case has again 
brought to light the propensity to disregard or violate the import of the 
International Law which the Philippines ratified the treaty in 1986.   

 
22. Further, in 1989 the Philippines also signed the Optional Protocol to the 

ICCPR, which means that Filipino citizens could go to the UNHR Committee 
to file individual complaints against the Philippine government to the ICCPR 
for violation of their civil and political rights, if recourse to domestic courts 
proves futile.  In this context, there was a time when the Revised Criminal 
Code that was adopted in 1932 or 88 years ago, was the subject of a 
dynamic, extensive and intensive study assigned to the Criminal Code 
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Review and Revision Committee where TI-Philippines was invited to 
participate as corruption was likewise being revisited. After about two 
years of continuous study and extensive research trips to various countries 
with similar criminal laws systems, the Committee recommended the 
decriminalization of LIBEL, among others to be revised, but as the national 
election of 2016 was fast approaching the Report was shelved. 

 
23. Another instance of a misplaced action to the proliferation of illegal drugs 

and  envisioned to be a solution to one of the priority programs of the 
present administration, is the massive manhunt and apprehension of drug 
pushers that resulted in the extrapolation of the Extra Judicial Killings (EJK).  
In effect EJK is bordering on the violations of the Constitutional Policies and 
Principles and the Bill of Rights, under Articles II and III of the fundamental 
law of the land, guaranteeing the civil and political rights of all Filipinos. 

 
24. Moreover, the attempt to address the endemic drug problems in the 

country, has seen numerous aberrations in the implementation of the Anti-
Illegal Drugs Law when the officers of the law entrusted with its 
implementation came up with several modifications such as the “palit ulo”, 
recycling of confiscated drugs and paraphernalia, even the labeling of the 
alleged offense committed from unbailable to bailable based on the 
quantity of the drugs, but for a handsome fee, the manner of 
apprehension, investigation and detention, all resulted in the brisk business 
of extortion.  

 
25. With the discovery of huge quantity of the drugs coming into the shores 

and the unabated seizures by the thousand tons, one can surmise that the 
EJK as a solution is not by any calculation, lawful, reasonable and effective.  
It only resulted in the abhorrent system of corruption that has multiplied 
with the involvement of the government agency that allowed the 
proliferation of its smuggling through the various ports in the country. 
Unfortunately, little regard is inculcated in the public minds that the use of 
drugs will ultimately wipe out the intellectual and physical well-being of 
those who are hooked to its addiction and will increase the criminal cases 
in the burgeoning dockets of the DOJ and the Judiciary.     
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26. Included in the landscape of unwarranted delay is the Legislative inaction 
and abuse of authority is the Franchise Application by ABS-CBN, for alleged 
unfulfilled broadcast arrangement to air campaign materials of the 
incumbent administration during the 2016 national elections.  Other 
accusations of alleged violations of the franchise granted 25 years ago were 
belied by the Securities & Exchange Commission (SEC), the Department of 
Labor and the Bureau of Internal Revenue, which were the subject matter 
of the Quo Warranto Petition that was filed with the Highest Court that was 
filed by the Solicitor General about three (3) months before the expiration 
of its original franchise on May 4, 2020.   Subsequently, in anticipation of its 
expiration, the Petitioner prevailed upon the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC) to issue a Cease and Desist Order (CDO), without waiting 
for the resolution of the famous Quo Warranto Petition that was pending 
before the Supreme Court. In effect, due to the infallible loyalty to the 
Power of the Appointing Authority, the Solicitor General acted as the 
counsel, the judge and executioner against the beleaguered broadcast 
station amidst the COVID 19 disease conflagration.  

 
27. Although as of this writing, the Quo Warranto Petition was dismissed as the 

franchise of ABS-CBN has expired and the cause of action became moot and 
academic, it is worth mentioning that this is a blatant show of abuse of 
power bordering on a misguided notion that the public office is the seat of 
extraordinary power and authority. While the dismissal of the Petition is a 
clear indication of the independence and wisdom of the Supreme Court, it 
also validated the academic immaturity and whimsical action in the Office 
of the Solicitor General. 

 
28. On the other hand, the Congressional delay in acting on the Application for 

Renewal of its franchise filed as early as two years or more before its 
expiration on May 4, 2020, also exposed the favorable treatment to a 
friend and unfavorable one to the foe.  Additionally, the other issues raised 
in the Quo Warranto Petition were belied by the SEC, Department of Labor 
and the Bureau of Internal Revenue during the Senate Hearing.  In sum, the 
article of Professor Solita Monsod calling the on-going protracted 
Congressional hearings a farce, validated the miserable lack of integrity of 
the Quo Warranto Petition coupled with the long-drawn endless and 
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timelessness of the Congressional deliberations has also clearly exposed the 
miserable dysfunction in governance..  

 
29. Undoubtedly, the Quo Warranto is being used as a means of curtailment of 

the freedom of speech, press and dissent, a prelude to a gag law that will 
be nailed by the Anti-Terrorism Bill that is now pending for the signature of 
the President.  

 
30. In fairness, the economic policies synchronized by Secretary Dominguez, 

Ernesto Pernia, now Karl Chua and BSP Governor Benjamin Diokno; in the 
Transportation Department, Secretaries Arthur Tugade, Mark Villar and 
Vince Dizon, in Tourism, the tandem of Secretary Berna Romulo-Puyat and 
Undersecretary Bengzon and in the Department of Trade and Industry, 
Secretary Mon Lopez, have become the saving grace that may lift the 
sagging image of the country and serve as redeeming the failures of 
governance.     

 
31. Aside from the above deficiencies in governance, little regard is given or 

complicity is nurtured to entrench corruption being used by public officers 
manning the system of procurement.  For almost 25 years of TI-Philippines’ 
existence, we have identified that Procurement is the Progenitor of 
Corruption.  

  
32. Admittedly, corruption characterized the implementation of the Social 

Amelioration Program, with the reported 22,000 cases of duplication of SAP 
distribution. The distribution started in April and to date, it was reported 
that of the 1,634 LGUs, only 1,556 have achieved 100% distribution of the 
first tranche involving P99.8 billion and covered 17.6 million low-income, 
vulnerable household families tagged as eligible to get the emergency cash 
subsidy.  For the second tranche, 5 million families more have to be 
included in the list covered by the first tranche, making the total of 
vulnerable families to 23 million families. The 23 million families as SAP 
recipients when multiplied by 5 members per family, is equivalent to 115 
million persons but the statistical number of population is only 110 million 
Filipinos, meaning that all the inhabitants of the country are the poorest of 
the poor.   
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33. Further, due to the surge of corruption cases the burden of disposing them 

in a just and fair manner and within a reasonable period of time is upon the 
five (5) pillars of the criminal justice system.  But in the DOJ alone, as of two 
or three (2/3) years ago, the cases for Review has piled up to 15,000 
already. By this time it could be more considering the 22,000 corruption 
cases that occurred during the three-month period of the COVID 19 crisis 
alone. 

  
34. For several decades, the occurrence of several major disasters have given 

opportunities in the recovery and rehabilitation operations of the 
government resulting in numerous anomalies that tend to show blatantly 
the depravity of some public officials to act with patriotism and justice and 
lead modest lives.  It seems that national disasters are welcome 
occurrences as they open the floodgates of corruption.  Take the case of 
earthquake in Baguio City, donated blankets found their way in the market; 
the super typhoon Yolanda that hit the Visayas, until now the housing 
project that was a major part of the rehabilitation of residents who lost 
their homes, the houses constructed are either poorly built or not built at 
all while the foreign donations of canned goods were replaced with locally 
manufactured ones. The Marawi siege is in the same lamentable situation 
although there were temporary buildings where the homeless were 
relocated still the promised rehabilitation has not been realized after 
almost four (4) years of waiting.   

 
35. In all these disaster responses of the government, the ugly head of 

corruption has prominently shown up.  Very often, when a situation that 
needs national action arises, the legislative machinery acts accordingly by 
passing bills to address the prevailing need, yet the implementation 
becomes onerous.  In several instances those who are charged with the 
crafting of the IRR have trivialized the legislative intention by inserting 
provisions that open the floodgates to corruption.  This is true in the case of 
the Government Procurement Reform Law, Republic Act No. 9184 (s 2003) 
with several questionable provisions blatantly paving the way to delay, 
sourcing out bribe money by the millions by putting up for sale the bidding 
documents, declaring the bidding a failure and ultimately awarding the 
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contract on a negotiated bidding has given rise to litigations that hamper 
the implementation of the project especially the infrastructure projects. 

 
36. There is a damning provisions that the Bids and Award Committee 

members will receive allowances aside from their regular salaries, hence 
the sale of the bidding documents that would cost the prospective bidders 
by the millions and consequently giving reason for the bidders to include 
the costs of the bidding materials and other financial deals as part of the 
cost of the project.  

 
37. In most instances especially in public works projects, after the award of the 

contract to their favored contractor, the engineer assigned to oversee and 
monitor the project, demands a brand new vehicle from the Contractor as a 
Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).  Contractors are also engaged in a 
combination to rig the bidding by agreeing among themselves, usually using 
different corporate names with the same corporate officers, to make 
everyone happy and not question the malpractice in the industry, such that 
a “round-roving” system is employed.  This system is with a cost to the 
bidder whose turn is to win the bid so he can under-bid the other bidders 
by arrangement in submitting a higher or highest bid and when they are 
disqualified, the winner in the group will make his cohorts as sub-
contractors.  With this practice, the project will necessarily be more costly 
for the government although very poor in quality if not the roads and 
bridges are incomplete or unfinished. 

 
38. With this system in place, the purchase of LRT units that could not be used 

in the tracts as they were over-sized, over-weight and not fit for our local 
rail transit system is a glaring example. Likewise, the purchase of 
motorcycles for the use of the MMDA personnel in their monitoring 
assignment but instead of buying new roadworthy units, the old units 
privately owned by the MMDA employees were paid with the same 
purchase price of new ones. 

 
39. Then we have perennial problem of traffic congestion in EDSA which 

according to some traffic officials is the result of the excessive volume of 
vehicles using the same thoroughfare.  However, notwithstanding this 
convoluted situation, the Land Transportation Office keeps on issuing new 
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licenses to accredited members of GRAB, who are reportedly registering 2 
to 3 or more units of vehicles to be attached to the GRAB system, resulting 
in the increase in the volume of vehicles by leaps and bounds.  This 
situation is a stark reality of discoordination among the responsible 
agencies of the government to the detriment of the riding public. 
 

40. In an attempt to reduce the volume of vehicles in major thoroughfares, 
another project is being embarked upon which is the replacement of the 
original jeepney post World War II with a newly contrived e-jeepney 
allegedly designed to give beauty and comfort to passengers, which 
according to some quarters the price is not affordable coupled with a 
cumbersome acquisition procedure. This situation is obviously giving undue 
advantage to highly organized industries for profit in complete disregard of 
the socio-economic responsibility of the government to give employment 
to a greater number of people instead of the economic advantage to the 
handful owners of financial capital. 

 
As all the above irregularities, dis-coordination, dysfunctions and corruptions 
have already been broadly discussed as contributory to the ailment of 
governance, for the sake of transparency and accountability, some corrective 
solutions are suggested as follows:  
 

1. Creation of a Screening Body to qualify people entering the public service 
pursuant to the Constitutional provisions of what a Public Officer should be 
as Public Office is a public trust; 

2. National Plan with reasonable timelines with proactive perspectives have to 
be adopted and intensive training to be conducted before any Program is 
implemented; 

3. Reforms in the election process – Candidates have to sign a National Pledge 
with a penalty clause that violation thereof will amount to perpetual 
disqualification to run for public office 

4. Creation/establishment of an independent Oversight Body made up of 
people with utmost integrity and unsullied moral values, just like the Office 
of Government Ethics of the USA, with the head being the only political 
appointee and the rest are Career Civil Service Officers and Employees; 
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5. Support or give preference to local industries that will harness the 
maximum available workers especially this time that displaced OFWs are 
coming home by the millions;  

6. Policies have to be honed in such a way that dignity and integrity should 
not be equated to financial gain and stability; 

7. Create Programs that will enhance good morals and right conduct (GRMC)  
among various sectors focusing and fostering on RIGHTEOUSNESS by  
implementing the existing law on this matter immediately; 

8. Replace the patch-work solutions to more lawful, lasting and viable ones 
minus threats and intimidation in securing compliance from sectors 
concerned; 

 
Summing up all the reported anomalies, irregularities and unwarranted delays, 
arrogation of authority, abuse of power, unilateral acts abrogating international 
treaties, preferential treatment of foreign interests in the country, misguided 
preference for gold rather than securing the national patrimony to the Filipinos, 
twisted application of perceived solutions to the drug problems, mismanagement 
of projects and programs, selective implementation of laws to the victor different 
from the vanquished and pervasive corruption  are indicative of a dysfunctional, 
fractured and disarray governance, wanting in trust, loyalty, integrity, efficiency, 
patriotism or nationalism, peace and prosperity.  
 
A trace to the root cause of all the stumbling blocks that hinder regaining public 
trust through democratic governance, clearly points to the need of a major 
surgery by face-lifting the flawed system of serving the public interest by those 
who are mandated to serve the Filipino people with utmost responsibility by 
leading modest lives and living wholesome lifestyles. It is extremely important to 
keep in mind that they are accountable to the people who elected them into 
office. Upper most in mind, being a democratic and representative government, 
the public officers have to lead the people not by threats and intimidation, but by 
compassion and condescension, wisdom, justice, honesty, fidelity, fairness and 
transparency. 
 
The Scriptures remind us that we are created in the likeness of God, the Almighty. 
He loves righteousness as He is righteous.  Thus, if we have to regain the public 
trust, we have to have leaders who are God-fearing and obedient to the precepts 
of righteousness according to the Scriptural standard to: “14 Depart from evil, and 
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do good.  Seek peace, and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the 
righteous, and His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the LORD is against 
evildoers to cut off the memory of them from the earth.” (Psalm 33: 14-16) 
 
Hence, despite all of the flaws in governance that were enumerated as they are of 
current occurrences, let us remember what the Lord declared in John 15: “5  I am 
the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me, and I in him, he bears much 
fruit; for apart from Me, you can do nothing.” Finally, if we have to rise above the 
mirage of dysfunctional governance and regain the trust of our people, let us 
keep in mind and practice what Proverbs 14: 34 says: “Righteousness exalts a 
nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.”   
 
THANK YOU AND GOOD DAY! 


