
 

 

Talking Points: 

[Greetings! Thank you Prof. Dindo Manhit and to the organizers of these Town Hall 

Discussion, to Stratbase ADR Institute, Citizen Watch Philippines and Cancer Coalition of 

the Philippines. I am very honored to be invited in this event] 

It is perhaps the signs of the times, what others are calling the “new normal”, that we are 

holding this important activity virtually.  

The enactment of the Universal Health Care law was historic because it represented the 

first step towards our dream of genuine universal health care for Filipinos. When we 

drafted the UHC bill we recognized the need the strengthen our health care system and 

provide our people with quality and accessible health care. There was no global health 

crisis or pandemic at that time but we already saw the weaknesses in our health care 

system. 

 

When the coronavirus struck our country early this year and when those infected started 

to overwhelm our hospitals, we saw how strained our health care system was. Thanks to 

the bravery of our front liners—our doctors, nurses, and other health care professionals—

they were able to do a fantastic job despite the odds. 

 

All over the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has taken a significant toll on people, societies 

and governments. Since the crisis began, it was observed that many of our fellow Filipinos 

who are in need of treatment, such as for cancer, cardiovascular disease and diabetes, 

have not been receiving the full health services and medicines they need.  

The hardships that our citizens endure to seek health care is unacceptable—worrying 

where to get the money to pay for consultations. hospitalizations, medicines; distressed 

by the lack of adequate health facilities in their area, worried about being infected with 

the illness of another patient while in hot and cramped wards of government hospitals 

and clinics. 

 

The UHC law aims to address these problems by automatically enrolling all Filipino citizens 

in the National Health Insurance Program and prescribing complementary reforms in the 

health system. It gives citizens access to the full continuum of health services they need, 

while protecting them from enduring financial hardship as a result. 

 

Last year, I appealed to our fellow lawmakers to fight for the 2020 health budget mainly 

intended for the implementation of the UHC law. I will do the same for next year and the 

following years. I will not allow any delay in the implementation of this Law, since this will 



 

 

be a disservice to the Filipino people. This is a landmark law which should start to benefit 

ALL Filipinos. 

Last June, during the Joint Oversight Committee Hearing on UHC Act, I expressed my 

support the amendment of the UHC’s Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) in order 

to adapt with the current situation. I gave recommendations to the present legislators, my 

former colleagues in the Senate and House of Representatives, on the amendments so 

that we can strike a balance with the issues in the premium contributions. 

Just as urgent, the National Integrated Cancer Control Act (RA 11215) – signed into law 

by President Duterte on Valentine’s Day of 2019 (a few days earlier than the UHC Law) – 

addresses various gaps in current cancer care programs, with emphasis on prevention and 

improving the chances for survival of patients. The law aims to implement integrated 

solutions from prevention, detection, correct diagnosis, treatment and palliative care, pain 

management and survivorship or end of life. It aims to institutionalize a holistic and 

integrated cancer control program for all Filipino citizens. 

When we were drafting this law, we envisioned a patient-centric, caring, supportive 

support system within a progressive and enabling environment so that fellow Filipinos 

affected with cancer can still live with dignity and enjoy long, productive, and meaningful 

lives.  

Similar to UHC Law, I will also appeal to our former colleagues to support the needed 

budget of the NICC Act. More than a year since this law was passed, it is now high time 

to push for its gradual implementation. 

This is my prevailing advocacy — as a common Filipino — to see that our fellow citizens 

start to benefit from the Laws which I helped develop. 

I am fully aware that the implementation of these Laws cannot be done overnight. 

However, we need to progressively move forward with urgency in order to realize the 

objectives of these policies.   

I am also aware that the government cannot do this on their own. We need to help each 

other, we need to listen to one another. Every stakeholder has a role to play not only for 

these Laws to be realized, but also for the country to prosper. Let us continue to help each 

other, especially in this time of crisis.  

Kaya nating talunin ang pandemya na ito kung tayong lahat ay magkakaisa at 

magtutulungan! Mabuhay po kayo at dalangin ko ang kaligtasan ng bawat isa!  

Maraming salamat! 


