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We are all living in an era best characterized by radical, complex, and
accelerated change. It is the central driver of the future. We live in a time of
explosive, dynamic, and quickening change that creates Strategic Surprise
– an unanticipated abrupt change that blindsides you, that is totally
unexpected and strikes with a force that is large, disruptive, and can be
disturbing.

The impact of the “Wuhan Virus” is not only economic and social, but even
POLITICAL.
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THE CONTINUING PUBLIC 
HEALTH CRISIS OF WUHAN 

VIRUS pandemic and the 
economic consequences of 
failure and the second wave

LACK OF ACCESS TO 
DIGITAL SERVICES, 

Accelerated Technological 
Change and Adoption is 

key to Economic Recovery

THE CHALLENGE OF 
INEQUALITY as the Pandemic 

compounds generational 
disparities in Income, jobs, and 

opportunities

GLOBAL WARMING 
(WEIRDING): Need for 

climate action, 
environmental stewardship 

and a green economic 
recovery program

THE LONG EMERGENCY: The W 
Shaped Economic Recovery and 
the need for investment driven 

growth and stakeholder 
capitalism

Post-Pandemic FUTURE 
OF TRADE, INVESTMENTS 

and Supply Chain Issues

COVID-19 CORRUPTION: 
Key Risk to Philippine 
Democracy and the 

National Election of 2022
ASYMMETRIC WARFARE: 
How the Pandemic Crisis 

will shape the NEW WORLD 
ORDER

STRATEGIC SURPRISE:
8 PANDEMIC RISKS



COVID-19 CORRUPTION: KEY RISK TO PHILIPPINE DEMOCRACY AND THE 
NATIONAL ELECTION OF 2022

Every society, located in specific political junctures, manifests a set of social risks. Philippine society is at a 
critical moment confronted by two conditions—the COVID-19 pandemic and the penultimate year of the 
Duterte Presidency. Among other risks, the continuing public health challenges, corruption, and inequality 
represent the more affiliate threats.

During his fifth State of the Nation Address (SONA), President Rodrigo Duterte was, in a way, able to 
provide a tinge of hope to the falling optimism of the Filipino people during this time of pandemic.

However, despite his charisma and strong political will, much more could have been said and articulated on 
how the nation plans to recover and build better in the next or new normal. In another way, this spells the 
disconnect when a national leader applies retail politics to national issues and lose a strategic perspective 
along the way.

— Understanding social risks
philstar.com, 28 July 2020
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UPDATE OF COVID-19 CASES IN THE PHILIPPINES
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As of August 2, 2020, 4:00 PM:

➢ 103,185 total confirmed cases

➢ 35,569 active cases

➢ 65,557 recoveries

➢ 2,059 deaths 

➢ Case fatality rate: 2.00%









“The rants expressed by the president at the beginning and in the end of his 
SONA could have been spent in explaining the meaning of ‘better governance’, 
i.e. how could it mitigate social risks, thereby alleviating inequality, combating 
corruption, and financing the implementation of the Universal Health Care Act. 
In this way, the next or new normal will be a lot more acceptable for Filipinos.

‘Inclusive recovery’ could indeed be an all-encompassing strategy only if the 
life of Filipinos in the new or next normal is participatory and they will not be 
lodged into a state of dependency or mendicancy.”

— Understanding social risks
philstar.com, 28 July 2020



We are in need of stronger public institutions, responsive legislation, good 
governance, and more responsible citizenship. There is a need to focus on the 
importance of whole-of-society solutions, strengthening institutions and 
legislation, the shift to e-governance, and continuous political development in 
building a new and better normal for the country. 

We hope that our dialogue in this vTHD will be the starting point for 
collaboration towards a democratic society founded on responsive, rules-
based governance, and an engaged citizenry.



THANK YOU!


