
Populist Narrative: depict society as 
divided between “the pure people” versus 

“the corrupt elite.”



Elites of Wealth Elites of Power

The oligarchs are part of the socio-economic elite or the elite of wealth.


Oligarchic elite: combination of wealth and power (Quimpo 2015)



The oligarchy is both 
a cause and effect of 
the largely inequitable 
economic system of 

the country.



The real issue is crony 
capitalism or the use of political 
connections instead productivity 
to accumulate and defend 
material wealth.


This system is perpetuated in 
collusion with the elite of power 
or the political class largely 
composed of political dynasties.


One president’s oligarchy was 
another president’s crony.















Political Market Failure



Leveling the Political Playing Field 

1 Anti Political Dynasty Provision 

2

3
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Strengthening Political Parties 

Party List Reforms 

Campaign Finance Reforms 



The State shall prevent the concentration, consolidation, or perpetuation of 
political power by persons related to one another.

a) A political dynasty exists when a family whose 
members are related up to the second degree of 
consanguinity or affinity whether such relations 
are legitimate, illegitimate, half or full blood, 
maintains or is capable of maintaining political 
control by succession or by simultaneously 
running for or holding elective positions. 

b) No person related to an incumbent elective official 
within the second civil degree of consanguinity or 
affinity, as described above, can run for the same 
position in the immediately following election.

Anti Political Dynasty Provision

c) Persons related within the second civil degree of 
consanguinity or affinity, as described above, are 
prohibited from running simultaneously for more 
than one national and one regional or local 
position. However, in the event that two or more 
members of the same family are running, the 
member who shall be allowed to be a candidate 
shall be determined by the drawing of lots. 

d) Congress may, by law, provide for additional 
prohibitions.



The State shall assist in ensuring strong and cohesive political parties.

a) Any member of a political party elected to public 
office is prohibited from changing political 
parties within their term of office. 

b) Any candidate for public office or any official of a 
political party is prohibited from changing political 
parties within two years immediately after an 
election and two years before the succeeding 
election. 

c) Any political party is prohibited from accepting 
any of the persons above referred to. Any violation 
thereof shall be a ground for the cancellation of its 
registration.

Strengthening of Political Parties: Party Switching Ban

d) Any change in the membership of any political 
party arising from a violation of the abovementioned 
provisions shall be reported to the Commission 
on Elections. 

e) No political party shall nominate more 
candidates than the number of persons required 
to be voted for in an elective position nor shall 
any candidate be allowed to accept nominations 
from more than one registered political party, 
except in cases of aggrupations or coalitions 
thereof.



The Federal Republic shall regulate the campaign finance, both from public and 
private sources, of political parties and candidates in all elections.

(a) The Federal Congress shall update laws on all election 
expenditures. 

(b) Financial contributions from religious organizations, 
foreigners, foreign governments, and illegal sources are 
prohibited. 

(c) There shall be a Democracy Fund, which shall serve as a 
repository of campaign funds. The Federal Commission on 
Elections shall administer the Democracy Fund and 
promulgate rules and regulations therefor. The Federal 
Commission on Audit shall have the power, authority, and duty 
to examine and audit all funds pertaining to the Democracy 
Fund. 

(d) Any citizen who contributes at least ten thousand pesos 
(PhP 10,000.00) but not exceeding one hundred thousand 
pesos (PhP 100,000.00) to any registered political party or 
presidential candidate through the Democracy Fund shall be 
allowed a full credit against income tax due for the taxable 
year coinciding with the elections in which such political party 
or presidential candidate participated; Provided, that such 
amounts shall be subject to proper adjustment under the rules 
promulgated by the Federal Commission on Elections.

Campaign Finance Reforms

(e) Any corporation, partnership, or association which 
contributes at least one hundred thousand pesos (PhP 
100,000.00) but not exceeding three million pesos (PhP 
3,000,000.00) to any registered political party or presidential 
candidate through the Democracy Fund shall be allowed a full 
credit against income tax due for the taxable year coinciding 
with the elections in which such political party participated; 
Provided, that such amounts shall be subject to proper 
adjustment under the rules promulgated by the Federal 
Commission on Elections. 

(f) A fair share of political party campaign funds drawn from 
the Democracy Fund shall be allocated for women 
candidates. 

(g) Unless ordered by the Federal Electoral Court, all 
information pertaining to the contributors and the amount of 
their contributions shall be deemed confidential and shall be 
made available only to the Federal Commission on Elections, 
the Federal Commission on Audit, and the Internal Revenue 
officials for purposes of regulation, auditing, and tax credit, 
respectively.


