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The complexity of the Indo-Pacific region has changed the way we view security and economic 

development. Security can no longer be viewed solely from a military perspective; the same way 

economic development cannot be measured by numbers alone. We need to recognize the 

evolving political-security environment that we are all in to fully understand the significance of 

these concepts.  

 

Threats to security and development have continued to emanate from the systematic use of 

political power and the integration of emerging cyber and digital technologies into influence 

operations. Today, we have seen how China has strategically used its economic statecraft to 

exploit and manipulate countries, including the Philippines, to execute its political and 

expansionist agenda. It has leveraged the increasing interdependence of economies around the 

world to gradually broaden its network of economic relations and extend its power and 

influence among states.  

 

The Duterte administration actively pursued an appeasement policy to leverage this supposed 

economic largesse from China. While it is a known fact that this particular pivot has 

compromised our strategic interests in the West Philippine Sea, the Philippine government has 

continued to turn a blind eye on the adverse effects of corrosive capital and China’s influence 

operations. In exchange for preferential treatment in doing business and bringing investments, 

the manifest inaction of the Duterte administration has given China the temerity to influence our 

policies. These corrosive investments circumvent established transparency and accountability 

mechanisms which then leads to corruption. 

 

We must abandon the thinking that corrosive capital only happens because of our country’s 

outdated and weak institutions. It is the responsibility of the government to ensure transparency 

and accountability when it comes to transactions with other states especially for foreign 

investments. The Duterte administration must stop its appeasement policy to China and bring its 

focus back on our national interests.  

 

The people expect the President to protect the interests of the Philippines and its citizens, not 

the interests of a foreign government encroaching into our territories, exploiting our marine 

resources, and infecting our already fragile ecosystem with corrosive investments.  

 

As citizens we have the right to demand transparency, accountability, and the purging of these 

harmful foreign investments that are threatening our national security and socio-economic 

stability. 
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