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“The coronavirus pandemic has exposed the vulnerabilities and 
intricacies of governance and healthcare system in the country. Our 
battle against COVID-19 becomes more challenging because of 
particular systemic and perennial problems pertaining to the 
unimproved healthcare facilities and workforce, a dependent labor 
force, and the lack of financial resources.”

‘Healing Power’ of Collaboration
Philippine Daily Inquirer, 15 May 2020



Source: JHU CSSE COVID-19 Data

Total Cases: 1,149,925 Total Active Cases: 54, 235 Total Deaths: 19,262

Philippine COVID-19 Cases
As of 17 May 2021

https://github.com/CSSEGISandData/COVID-19


Philippine COVID-19 RT-PCR Testing Capacity
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From May 10 to 15, 2021
Average Individuals Tested: 43,335
Average Samples Tested: 47,042
Target testing capacity: 90,000 daily

The government and the private sector played a crucial role in increasing the testing capacity. However, 
this is still below the target of 90,000 daily capacity. Additionally, the genome testing capacity is still limited 
despite the presence of various and more transmissible COVID-19 variants



Innovation in the Healthcare Sector

Globally, newly developed  vaccines, accurate testing kits, 
regulatory compliant innovative treatments, contact tracing 
apps, e-health services, and AI-powered public health 
management systems and technologies, are the primary 
weapons utilized to combat the pandemic. Indeed, the impact 
of these innovations in the healthcare sector are pivotal to 
controlling the spread of COVID-19.



“As a society, we need to deal with all the facets of the pandemic and, 
therefore, we need to rely on all scientific disciplines... A wide range of 
innovations could be useful to fight COVID-19, from vaccines, drugs, and 
medical equipment to innovation in testing.

Innovation is not only about the creation of inventions but also about their 
diffusion to society. In the present context, ensuring a wide diffusion takes 
particular significance as it translates directly into saved lives and economic 
growth.”

Excerpts from COVID-19: Insights from innovation economists.
(Younes, AB et.al. Science and Public Policy, Volume 47, Issue 5, Oct. 2020)



“Only with a ‘whole-of-society’ approach can we fight the deadly 
and invisible enemy. This crisis is about saving lives, and a rare 
opportunity to fix our healthcare system, inclusive and sustained 
growth, and start a transformation towards good (responsive) 
governance.”

Crisis, good governance, and opportunities 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, 1 May 2020



COVID-19 Vaccine Doses Administered

As of 15 May 2021 Total % of population

At least 1 dose 2,245,397 2.1%

Fully vaccinated 675,799 0.6%



"Achieving herd immunity will depend on a well-coordinated 
and collaborative partnership between national government 
agencies, local government units, and the private sector, to 
ensure that the COVID-19 vaccine is made accessible to 
every Filipino at the shortest timeline, and with utmost 
transparency”.

We cannot afford COVID-19 vaccine delays
Philippine Daily Inquirer, 23 January 2021



“The collective effort of mitigating the socio-economic impact of 
the COVID-19 crisis demonstrates the private sector's reliability 
as the government’s partner towards economic recovery. It 
shows how pandemic challenges could be transformed into 
opportunities in 2021 and beyond by creating investments, jobs, 
and income security needed to alleviate poverty and to reduce 
inequality and other economic insecurities.”

The Private Sector as the Reliable Partner for Economic Recovery
Virtual Roundtable Discussion, 26 March 2021



By bringing different stakeholders from the public, private, and civil society sector 
together in this discussion, it is our hope to raise awareness for the potential of 
current and future innovative solutions in the health sector, the challenges these 
solutions can address, and the strategies needed to enable them to make an 
impact.

Health is the Filipino people’s most urgent personal concern. Millions of households 
are now struggling because of the disruptive effects of this health crisis. 

As we are all stakeholders, we must pro-actively participate in a united drive to build 
a responsive and inclusive health care system and adopt measures that will ensure 
quality health services that are inclusive, adequate, efficient and accessible, especially 
for the most vulnerable sectors of society.



Thank you!


