
Adapting a Balanced Development of Energy 
Sources to Secure a Stable Power Supply for 
Luzon 

They are just concluding the G20 meeting to fulfil their Paris 
Agreement setting temperatre limits that would  ensure power 
supply security for a sustainable economic growth. Two major 
countries did not attend, China and Russia, while the USA attended 
reversing Trump's move of abandoning the Paris Agreement.  In spite 
of all the effort so far exerted by our global players, we continue to 
undeperform on our targets and apparently they are raising the target 
from1.5C to 1.8C because they are encountering difficulties to meet 
their commitments.   

At the same time we are experiencing the sudden rise in fuel prices – coal, 
oil, and gas, as we emerge from the downtrends imposed by two years of 
Covid pandemic. There have been a sudden rise in demand while the supply 
of these resources had slowed considerably during this period. And these 
shortages naturally result in higher cost of electricity.  

Both of these aspects, of supply and demand,  are now loaded on our tight 
supply of power generating facilities with our bureaucracy further delaying 
construction of more capacities. All of us will be affected by the supply 
shortages of both,  basic energy resources and power conversion facilities.  

We create the demand, so let us see what steps we must take to 
counterbalance the situation we are responsible for : 

First, and foremost we must implement energy conservation measures by 
reducing our energy consumption in every aspect of energy use. I headed 
the Power Patrol movement during the office of President Ramos in 
partnership with then Energy Secretary Sonny Viray. We conducted our 
campaign in three fronts, the Industry Group, the Communities, and the 
School students.  

• We found that most industry and institutional groups were well 
informed about energy conservation measures and many were actually 
implementing these measures, especially the larger consumers. They 
knew what had to be done and were taking the necessary steps to save 



energy in all forms, and their owners were measuring results through 
their power and fuel bills.  

• We found the community sectors interested in listening to the 
measures that we wanted to implement in their homes, especially the 
reduction of energy consumption by turning off the lights and 
appliances when not needed, to reduce the airconditioning loads by 
setting the temperatures one degree higher than their present settings, 
etc, -  but we could not instill the discipline necessary for a program of 
action to follow.  

• We had the greatest satisfaction in our campaign when, after giving 
the students pointers on how to conserve power, many schools agreed 
to engage their students in monitoring their Power Utility bill every 
month as they practiced these the  energy saving measures that they 
learned. And we could see how they really were achieving results by 
reminding their parents and elders to practice power saving measures.  

o This proves that energy saving programs should be taught in 
school as important aspects of sustainable development 
measures. Our students are interested in the condition of the 
world that they will grow in and further develop. And these are 
important value yardsticks that will carry them into a sustainable 
future.  

o It is essential that our educational program should include those 
aspects that  the lives of our students and we must respect that 
they are an important decision maker in how they want these 
measures implemented. We need them as our partners in 
sustainable development.  

The second aspect refers to the insufficient capacity of existing plants to 
support the growing demand of the Luzon region. This is a microcosm 
of the global situation, where there are not enough green energy 
sources being installed to replace the ageing dirty plants and also to 
provide additional capacities as we raise people from their poverty 
level to a better quality of life. Much of the rising green power 
requirements are due to the lack of capital and management 
resources needed to add green power capacity. This is where I ask 
those who have the financial resources to help in the following regard: 



1. If you can afford to install solar power to provide your power needs at 
home, please do so, because that will enable the limited supply to be 
provided to others. I assure you that it is a commercially justifiable 
investment with a payback in less than 10 years at worse. 

2. If you can afford to replace your old appliances with more energy 
efficient ones, like old airconditioners to ones with inverters, please do 
so because there is also a decent payback for this investment, and will 
release more power to others in need. Rooftop solar water heaters are 
also very economical.  

3. If you travel a lot with your car, it is time to seriously consider shifting 
to electric vehicles, because you will immediately improve our air 
quality while saving on your fuel costs.  It would be good if our utility 
companies could provide lower electricity costs to charge your 
batteries during the sleeping hours when power demand is lower.  

4. There have been talks of the need to provide cold storage to farmers 
and fishermen in remote and isolated areas. These actually offer 
opportunities to use solar power to provide refrigeration with ice 
making and storage representing the battery for continued cooling over 
the day and night cycle. In such a process the surrounding villages can 
be supplied nominal power for their lighting and telecommunication 
needs. Such social development investments should be provided all 
the incentrives by our national and local authorities for the sustainable 
developments that they represent.  

5. In fact, solar power is an essential investment to provide power to 
remote and isolated areas that would be the last to be connected to 
the utilities if ever. In this manner we will be providing the essentials 
for primarly human development, namely health care and education 
through lighting and communications. These basic essentials should 
be provided by the local governments of these areas – until the utilities 
are able to reach them – this is the very least among services that 
government ought to provide to our people in the most isolated area 

These are just examples of what we, who constitute the demand side of the 
equation can do to help our resource suppliers and power utilities – to enable 
them to shift us from dirty to clean energy supplies – while continually driving 
for a sustainable development within our means.  



We then ask our government, to partner with us in this effort, by providing as 
many incentives that will enable more of us to participate in balancing the 
demand/supply gap as we shift from dirty to clean energy.  
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