


STRATBASE RESEARCH & INTELLIGENCE

THE CHALLENGE OF 
INEQUALITY as the Pandemic 

compounds generational 
disparities in Income, jobs, and 

opportunities

DIGITAL DIVIDE or the LACK OF 
ACCESS TO DIGITAL SERVICES: 

Accelerated Technological 
Change and Adoption is key to 

Economic RecoveryTHE LONG EMERGENCY: 
RESURRECTING THE 

CONSUMER ECONOMY and 
the need for INVESTMENT 

DRIVEN GROWTH and 
STAKEHOLDER CAPITALISM

Globalization and the Post-
Pandemic FUTURE OF TRADE 
(supply chain opportunities) and 

INVESTMENTS

GLOBAL WARMING 
(WEIRDING): Need for climate 

action, environmental 
stewardship and a green 

economic recovery program

THE CONTINUING PUBLIC 
HEALTH CRISIS OF THE 
WUHAN VIRUS and its 

Economic Consequences

COVID-19 CORRUPTION: 
Key Risk to Philippine 

Democracy and the 2022 
National Elections

ASYMMETRIC SECURITY 
CHALLENGE: How the 

Pandemic Crisis is shaping 
the REGIONAL AND 

WORLD ORDER

LIVING WITH THE COVID-19 VIRUS: 
8 PANDEMIC CHALLENGES



With the easing of quarantine restrictions and the gradual reopening of the economy, power demand
continues to grow and has already surpassed pre-pandemic levels. On May 28, Luzon’s demand had
reached 11,640 MW, the highest on record this year. This was followed by the grid being placed on red
and yellow alerts due to the unplanned shutdown of several power plants during the summer months.



Amid its looming depletion, the Malampaya gas field underwent preventive maintenance from
October 2 to 22 and was temporarily shutdown. This affected over 3,200 megawatts of
power supply in the Luzon grid.



Concerns were raised on how our power plants were prepared to handle
energy requirements especially as the country was trying to open up the
economy while still battling the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Malampaya gas plant, for instance, supplies fuel to 40% of the power
needs of Luzon and 20% of the entire country. If the shutdowns were to
continue, what would be the implications on power costs for households
and businesses? What would be the extent of the disruption of their
operations? How can we even proceed with our economic recovery?

Tell me who your friends are: Why we should all be outraged about Malampaya
BusinessWorld, 2 November 2021 

“



The current available capacity from existing plants cannot sustain the growing demand of Luzon,
which accounts for about 70% of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP). If unplanned
outages continue to occur, then economic activities that are vital to the country’s already strained
economy will be impeded.

This would also disrupt the daily lives of Filipino consumers who are met with increasing electricity
rates amid the ongoing health crisis. Addressing rising electricity rates should be prioritized since
the top concern of most Filipinos is controlling inflation during these trying times.

Ensuring a stable power supply and modernizing the country’s electricity supply system would
improve our business climate, attract foreign investment, and create more jobs, therefore
accelerating the revival of the Philippine economy.

The Philippine Energy Sector Provides Significant Potential 
as a Driver of Economic Growth



The survey found 57% 
of adult Filipinos saying 
their quality-of-life got 
worse (termed by SWS 
as “Losers”), 13% 
saying it got better 
(“Gainers”), and 29% 
saying it was the same 
(“Unchanged”), 
compared to a year 
ago.
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Ensuring the Security of the Philippines’ Energy Supply 

As the 2022 Philippine national elections draw near, the incoming government
must take into consideration energy policies that protect consumers from high
electricity prices and the economy from losses caused by power outages.

A collaborative effort from all energy stakeholders is key in order to effectively
address the looming supply shortage and the country’s high electricity prices.
Initiatives towards the modernization, efficiency, and reliability of our power
supply would foster sustainable and inclusive economic growth for the whole
nation, uplifting the lives of millions of Filipinos.
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