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“The increasingly complex security architecture of the Indo-Pacific has shown the value of 
multilateral cooperation in resolving regional challenges. The emergence of non-traditional 
security threats such as the COVID-19 pandemic has provided an opportunity for states to set 
aside their differences and work towards a common goal. The benefits of multilateral 
cooperation have encouraged state leaders and policymakers across the region to deepen 
their relations with each other and realign their foreign and security policies in order to 
minimize security risks and promote stability in the region.

The recent security developments in the region reaffirm the need for a multilateral system 
that can contribute in achieving regional goals on peace and security. This has been 
highlighted in the Joint Communication on the European Indo-Pacific strategy, the AUKUS 
alliance between the United States, United Kingdom, and Australia, the first-ever in-person Quad 
meeting, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the United States, and the election of 
Fumio Kishida as Japan's new Prime Minister.”

Advancing a Stronger Multilateral 
Cooperation for a Free and Open Indo-Pacific

Stratbase Brief
15 October 2021



Ayungin Shoal Incident
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“We have seen how China has been testing its 
Southeast Asian neighbors with sporadic acts of 
intimidation and sustained building of facilities 
capable of launching military strikes. We have seen 
how China has sent swarms of their fleets and pillaged 
our exclusive maritime resources in a systematic cycle 
of raids and intimidation to strengthen their 
expansionist claims.

Through acts of aggression like this, China has 
continued to undermine the country’s sovereignty 
and threaten the livelihoods of Filipino fishermen. 
Moreover, it also exhibits China’s refusal to recognize 
the 2016 arbitral victory and the importance of 
maintaining a rules-based international order.”

Multilateral and inclusive cooperation for a rules-based Indo-Pacific
BusinessWorld | 23 November 22021



Social Weather Stations
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“With the upcoming 2022 national elections, the next administration has the 
opportunity to rectify the Philippine government’s foreign policy blunder 
that encouraged China’s continuing violations of the country’s sovereign 
rights and wanton plunder of its exclusive maritime resources in the West 
Philippine Sea.
A stronger and more responsive foreign and security policy must be built 
by further strengthening the country’s existing security partnerships. 
Actively pursuing multilateral cooperation, including the US-Philippines 
alliance, must be a priority agenda of the country’s next set of leaders.”

Multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific region
Philippine Daily Inquirer | 9 October 2021
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