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“While economic recovery continues to be a priority, various global security
developments have continued to shape relations among states, particularly
in the Indo-Pacific. The emergence of various security threats –
traditional, non-traditional, and evolving – which are all transnational in
nature has also made multilateral cooperation in the region more
imperative. More states are now inclined to realign their foreign and
security policies toward the Indo-Pacific.”

Prof. Victor Andres Manhit
Philippine Foreign and Security Policy: Challenges and Prospects for 2022
Stratbase Brief | February 2022



GLOBAL SECURITY AND POLITICAL  
DEVELOPMENTS



December 2021November 2021

November 16, 2021 
Ayungin Shoal Incident

December 1, 2021 
European Union 

announces the Global 
Gateway program. 

December 9-10, 2021 
The US organizes the 

Summit for Democracy

October 31 –
November 12, 2021 

2021 United Nations Climate 
Change Conference

November 15, 2021 
US-China Summit

November 14, 2021 
Japan and the Philippines 

conduct naval drills near WPS

December 4, 2021 
Russia and ASEAN 

members conclude first 
joint naval exercise in 

Indonesia. 

December 28, 2021 
China warns Indonesia to 
stop oil and natural gas 

development project in the 
South China Sea

December 14-16, 2021 
US and China hold 

maritime safety talks. 
China warned the US to 

stop sending ships to the 
SCS.



January 2022

January 1, 2022
RCEP enters into force

January 12, 2022
US releases its 

“Limits in the Seas” 
report which 

concludes that 
China’s maritime 

claims are unlawful

January 6, 2022
Japan and Australia 
sign defense treaty

January 21, 2022
Biden and Kishida 

hold virtual summit

February 2022 

February 11-12, 2022
Australia hosts 
Quad Foreign 

Ministers’ Meeting

January 28, 2022
DND signs contract 

to buy Indian 
missiles

February 9, 2022
DND receives PHP 1 

billion worth of 
military equipment 

from China

February 20, 2022
Australia accuses China 

of an “act of 
intimidation” after 

Chinese navy vessel 
directed a laser at 
Australian aircraft. 

February 24, 2022
Russia Launches Full-

Scale Invasion of 
Ukraine.

February 18, 2022
Ukraine, United 
Kingdom and 

Poland announce a 
new security pact

• Russian President Vladimir Putin has
called for Ukraine’s military to remove
the country’s government from power.

• Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has pledged to resist
Russia’s invasion.

• Western powers have announced
sweeping sanctions on Russia.

• US President Joe Biden and his NATO
counterparts have agreed to send
thousands of troops, backed by air and
naval support, to protect allies near
Russia and Ukraine.



2021

West Philippine Sea Surveys 















“Our next leader must act to defend our sovereign rights in the
WPS and assert our territorial integrity. That leader should
initiate, strengthen, and leverage alliances with like-minded and
trusted states through cooperative engagements. Our new
president should upgrade the capacity of our armed forces and
establish a clear, unequivocal physical presence on our islands in
the WPS.

Defending our territory and security interests is central to the spirit
of Filipino citizenship. As the SWS survey showed, we Filipinos feel
strongly about protecting what is ours. We want a genuine
leader who will defend us instead of kowtowing to a foreign
power.”

Prof. Victor Andres Manhit
Democratic alliances against authoritarianism
Philippine Daily Inquirer | December 2021



Building A 
Stronger and 

More Responsive 
Philippine 

Foreign and 
Security Policy

Maintain a firm, consistent and uncompromising position in terms of the Philippines’ sovereign 
rights in the West Philippine Sea.

Ensure continuity in 15-year, three-phased Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) modernization 
program, with greater focus on acquisition of advanced naval, aerial, and strategic defense assets 
in cooperation with key allies and strategic partners. 

Immediate formulation of a new national security strategy based on the July, 12 2016 Arbitral Ruling 
on the South China Sea Dispute.

Optimize, leverage and upgrade the Philippines’ existing defense agreements with like-minded 
states and other key regional powers.

Establish a specialised climate security agency and/or advisor to develop targeted strategies, create
synergies among relevant agencies, and engage with international funding agencies.

Comprehensive risk assessment and management strategy must be done regularly to inform 
national policies to deal with major NTS threats, such as natural disasters and pandemics. 

Develop a Philippine digitalization strategy and a vigorous cyber defense posture.

Build up capacity in disease surveillance, data collection and multi-sectoral responses in public 
health emergencies. 



“The next set of Filipino leaders must have a clear and strategic policy direction,
especially on the issues of the West Philippine Sea and on China's aggressive
behavior and expansionist agenda. A stronger and more responsive policy means
prioritizing the country's national interests and leveraging the Philippines' 2016 arbitral
victory.

Therefore, the next President of the Philippines must uphold the country's national
sovereignty and territorial integrity while prioritizing the development of a long-term
security program that will efficiently modernize military forces and strengthen the
country's alliances and partnerships.

The Philippines cannot endure another term of defeatist and weak policies, especially
in the context of foreign policy and national security. Only through the power of the vote
can Filipinos push for leaders who will safeguard Philippine interests and lead the country
to a more peaceful, prosperous, and stable state of regional and international relations.”

Prof. Victor Andres Manhit
Philippine Foreign and Security Policy: Challenges and Prospects for 2022
Stratbase Brief | February 2022



Thank you!


