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Addressing the Challenge of Generational Inequality

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the country’s crippling problem of 
inequality. While such inequality is an accepted reality in life for many 
Filipinos, the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated this predicament. Long, 
stringent, and large-scale lockdowns imposed by government, which were 
intended to curb the spread of the virus, also resulted in the sharp rise in 
unemployment, closure of businesses, alarming inflation rates, an 
economic recession, and other economic insecurities.

Amid this situation, only a small segment of society was prepared to deal 
with an unexpected shock as massive as the ongoing pandemic. On the 
other hand, the most vulnerable groups became collateral damage of the 
government’s knee-jerk measures in response to the public health 
emergency. 



Promoting Inclusive Growth

Inequality is a deeply complex issue with no single solution. As such, the 
inequality that persists in the Philippines requires a multi-stakeholder 
strategy. 

Specifically, public-private partnerships are crucial as there is no single 
player that possesses all the necessary resources, expertise, and networks. 
Investments by the private sector – especially in healthcare and 
education – can provide jobs, livelihood, income, and a comfortable life 
for many Filipinos in the long run. 

But for these to be achieved, the government should provide a conducive 
environment for the private sector to thrive as an effective partner to 
government in making public services available, especially to those who 
need help the most. 



Thank you!


