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“

Changes in the international political economy,
geopolitical shifts, rising inequality, and political
instabilities continue to complicate global risks. As the
international community attempts to fully recover from
the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the increasing
interconnectedness of states and the simultaneous
existence of various traditional and non-traditional
challenges have engineered a more multifaceted and
unpredictable geopolitical backdrop, especially in the IndoPacific.
Prof. Victor Andres Manhit
A Responsive and Strategic Foreign Policy Outlook
in an Interconnected and Multipolar World

The Deterioration of the Old World
and the Shift to a Multipolar Order
The global political structure has shifted to multipolarity,
increasing overlapping interests, webbed competition,
and interconnected economies.

•

Over the years, the global political structure has
gradually shifted into a multipolar world wherein
states are economically, geopolitically, and
strategically interconnected. This has led to
significant changes in the balance of power and
dynamics between major powers and other states.

•

Global issues such as the COVID-19 pandemic, the
US-China strategic competition, and climate change
have underscored the importance of multilateral
cooperation in collectively managing risks and
challenges.

•

The region's growing strategic importance has
caused major players, including the United States
and the European Union (EU), to realign their
foreign policy to develop mutually beneficial
relationships.

The Networked International Society
Opportunities and challenges brought by the new age of globalization
require more initiatives on cooperation among states.

Increase in the number of democracies since 1950.

The
Networked
International
Society

Economic interdependence among states due to the
increase in economic openness.

Growth of membership in intergovernmental
organizations (IGOs), including both global and
regional institutions.

Fast-paced development of technology and innovation
providing space for increased connectivity and interaction.

Russett, B. (2013). Liberalism. In T. Dunne, M. Kurki, & S. Smith, International Relations Theory: Discipline and Diversity (pp. 94 113). Oxford: Oxford University Press.

What does it mean for the
Philippines?
•

The incoming administration of President-elect
Ferdinand Marcos, Jr is expected to face the
domestic
issues
including
foreign
indebtedness
and
the
socioeconomic
consequences of the ongoing global health
crisis.

•

Beyond these issues, the new administration
will also face formidable geopolitical challenges
from the renewed tensions in the Indo-Pacific
region that may affect the country’s foreign
policy. The Marcos presidency is expected to
face complex and multifaceted challenges
brought by heightened geopolitical risks and
power shifts in the region.
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An Independent And Values-based
Philippine Foreign Policy
Past and present Philippine administrations have attempted to
implement a foreign policy that would advance the country’s national
interests in light of persistent security challenges.

To navigate the global order shaped by new security challenges that have
posed great uncertainties, past and present Philippine administrations
have attempted to implement a foreign policy that would advance the
country’s national interests.

Aquino Administration
(2010-2016)
•

•

Under the administration of the late President
Benigno Aquino III, the Philippines filed and
won the West Philippine Sea case against
China in the Permanent Court of Arbitration
(PCA) in The Hague.
He prioritized territorial defense over domestic
security by strengthening the country’s
relations with the United States and other
strategic partners such as Japan to challenge
China's expansive maritime claims in the South
China Sea.

Duterte Administration
(2016-2022)
•

•

•

President Rodrigo Duterte changed the overall
political and diplomatic stance of the country. On
September
10,
2016,
he
announced
his
administration’s pursuit of an “independent foreign
policy.”
President Duterte launched diplomatic initiatives to
build new alliances and bring the Philippines closer
to non-traditional partners such as China and
Russia.
His administration focused on the economic
concessions and perceived benefits from China's
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and tried to negotiate
with China for soft loans to fund infrastructure
projects.

“

The Duterte Administration was confronted by
China’s failure to deliver the promised loans and
direct investments to finance the Philippine
government’s Build, Build, build program, and
increasing naval presence and assertiveness near
the artificial islands it constructed in the South
China Sea. This forced this administration to
reluctantly embrace a policy of limited hard
balancing. The goal is to develop the Philippines’
external defense capabilities on the account of
China’s maritime expansion, and the dangerous great
powers’ competition in the Indo-Pacific region.
Dr. Renato De Castro
A National Security Strategy (NSS) for the 17th Philippine President:
The Case for A Limited Balancing
Stratbase ADR Institute Strategic Agenda for the Next President

The Marcos Presidency and the Future of
Philippine Foreign Policy
•

In one of his statements, Marcos Jr. said that Philippine foreign
policy should not be shaped by the interests of other states.
Like the vision of the outgoing administration, he expressed his
intent to pursue strategic Philippine interests without being
caught in the geopolitical competition between the US and China.

•

On the West Philippine Sea issue, Marcos Jr. said that he has no
plans of giving up the country’s territory to any state, including
China. He also emphasized his willingness to work and engage
with the leadership in Beijing to discuss the West Philippine Sea
issue and other common interests.

•

On the US-Philippines alliance, Marcos Jr. is expected to veer
away from the position of President Duterte. Marcos Jr.
highlighted the importance of the alliance and what the United
States did for the Philippines in the last war. Likewise, US
President Joe Biden recently underscored the importance of
strengthening the US-Philippines alliance and expanding the
bilateral cooperation on global issues.

“

Our sovereignty is sacred and we will not compromise it in any way. We are a
sovereign nation with a functioning government.
Considering in the West Philippine Sea that we have these conflicts, we will not allow a
single square, and maybe make it even more smaller, single square millimeter of our
maritime coastal and up to 200 kilometers rights to be trampled upon. We're talking
about China and how do we do that? We talk to China consistently with a firm voice.
We have the arbitral ruling. We have a very important ruling in our favor. We will use
it to continue to assert our territorial rights. It's not a claim, it is already our territorial
right and that is what the arbitral ruling can do to help us.
President-elect Ferdinand Marcos, Jr.
May 26, 2022

An Independent And Values-based
Philippine Foreign Policy
• The Marcos administration should re-evaluate the
country’s position towards China centering in the
2016 arbitral ruling and considering its previous
hostile actions in the West Philippine Sea and the
Indo-Pacific. By doing this, the Philippines can
develop and implement policies to further protect
its national sovereignty.
• The new administration should start prioritizing
multilateral and inclusive cooperation with other
like-minded states will uphold the rule of law and
prevent any unilateral action that can undermine
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific.

• The Philippines should also engage with states with
which it has shared democratic values of
combatting corruption, addressing the rise of
authoritarianism and promoting human rights.
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“

The Philippines’ diplomatic and economic
rapprochements
with
Beijing
through
bilateralism certainly missed out on the golden
opportunity to spread a unified narrative to the
international community and against its maritime
rival in the South China Sea despite the strong
support for its arbitral ruling awarded at The
Hague. The soft pedal and meek policy in the West
Philippine Sea saw the continuous incursions and
expansions of China’s coast guard and maritime
militia.
Dr. Chester Cabalza
Philippine Civil and Maritime Security: Transforming from
Archipelagic to Maritime Power
Stratbase ADR Institute Strategic Agenda for the Next President

Strategizing Philippine Economic Diplomacy
in the New Age of Globalization
At the heart of an economic policy, the Philippine government is
mandated to align national interests based on the realities it has within its
borders and the environment that surrounds it.

The new age of globalization demands a more
defined engagement of markets and trades due to
conflicting issues in other areas of state-to-state or
even multilateral relations. This provides an
opportunity for individual states to delineate areas of
competition, cooperation, and confrontation.

Economic Diplomacy

•

The Marcos administration must prioritize addressing
these major concerns by strengthening economic
diplomacy and trade with other states. This entails
efforts to attract foreign investments, spur economic
growth as well as encourage development assistance
for the Philippines. Prioritizing economic diplomacy
will also help the country to generate jobs for Filipinos
and alleviate poverty and hunger. Multilateral
cooperation also plays an important role in advancing
economic diplomacy.
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The Philippines is at a strategic vantage point relative to the
United States, China, and other major players due to its nonthreatening stance and its ability to move through the
“hierarchical” nature of regional and global affairs. It can
further establish a key role in creating an environment for
economic development and people-centered prosperity in
the Indo-Pacific without undermining the participation of
other states.

Economic Diplomacy
•

•

•

Despite potential risks, economic diplomacy provides
opportunities for the Philippines to address the concerns of
the public in terms of the country’s economic growth and
development.
The Marcos administration should harness existing economic
partnerships with the United States and Japan, and actively
participate in regional economic and trade initiatives.
As the country continues its economic recovery, economic
diplomacy is an area that needs to be prioritized and
reinforced. The Philippine government should consider
examining or incorporating best practices from global and
regional economic initiatives.
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Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) Agreement
The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) Agreement is one of the largest freetrade blocs. Under the agreement, trade in goods among members will be subject to zero tariffs,
strengthening the economic engagement among states and amplifying their participation in
regional economic development.

European Global Gateway
The project aims “to boost smart, clean and secure links in digital, energy and transport sectors
and to strengthen health, education and research systems across the world.” The Global Gateway
project will invest in initiatives in the digital, climate, and energy, transport, health, as well as
education, and research sectors.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a regional economic forum established in 1989 to
leverage the growing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific. APEC's 21 members aim to create
greater prosperity for the people of the region by promoting balanced, inclusive, sustainable,
innovative and secure growth and by accelerating regional economic integration.

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
• On May 23, 2022, U.S. President Joe Biden officially
launched the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF) in Tokyo.
• Twelve Indo-Pacific countries serve as the
founding partners of IPEF. This includes the
powerful economies of Japan and Korea along with
Australia, Brunei, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, New
Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam, which in sum represent around 40
percent of global GDP.
• The IPEF rests on four pillars : trade facilitation
and digital economy, supply chains, energy, and
anti-corruption.
• The current version of the IPEF is not yet seen as an
equivalent of a trade agreement like the RCEP or
the CPTTP. Rather, it is currently viewed as a vision
for the future the Indo-Pacific region.

Promoting Global Cooperation and
Collective Problem Solving on Issues
The latest initiatives of the QUAD and AUKUS can provide countries like the
Philippineswith a viable tool to participate and contribute to collective problem
solving, especially on important security and economic issues in the region.

• The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue and the
AUKUS alliance between Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States demonstrate the
significance of engaging in multilateral and
inclusive cooperation in advancing a regional
mechanism to navigate an increasingly complex
Indo-Pacific.
These
security
dialogues
or
arrangements are also seen as vital to the peace and
stability of the region.
• The latest initiatives of the QUAD and AUKUS can
provide countries like the Philippines with a viable
tool to participate and contribute to collective
problem solving, especially on important security
and economic issues in the region.

QUAD Meeting
• On May 24, 2022, President Biden of the United States, newly
elected Prime Minister Anthony Albanese of Australia, Prime
Minister Modi of India, and Prime Minister Kishida of Japan met in
Tokyo to renew their commitment to a free and open IndoPacific that is inclusive and resilient.
• The QUAD members welcomed a new maritime domain
awareness initiative, the Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime
Domain Awareness (IPMDA), designed to work with regional
partners to respond to humanitarian and natural disasters, and
combat illegal fishing. IPMDA will support and work in
consultation with Indo-Pacific nations and regional information
fusion centers in the Indian Ocean, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific
Islands by providing technology and training to support enhanced,
shared maritime domain awareness to promote stability and
prosperity in seas and oceans.
• Other areas of cooperation include health, infrastructure, climate,
cybersecurity, critical and emerging technologies, and space.

“The Quad is committed to cooperation with
partners in the region who share the vision of a free
and open Indo-Pacific.
We will champion adherence to international law,
particularly as reflected in the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), and the maintenance
of freedom of navigation and overflight, to meet
challenges to the maritime rules-based order,
including in the East and South China Seas. We
strongly oppose any coercive, provocative or
unilateral actions that seek to change the status
quo and increase tensions in the area.”
Quad Leaders Joint Leaders Statement
Tokyo, Japan | May 24, 2022

“As leaders of Australia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States, guided by our enduring ideals
and shared commitment to the international
rules-based order, we resolve to deepen
diplomatic, security, and defense cooperation in
the Indo-Pacific region, including by working with
partners, to meet the challenges of the twenty-first
century. As part of this effort, we are announcing
the creation of an enhanced trilateral security
partnership called “AUKUS” — Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.”
Joint Leaders Statement on AUKUS
September 15, 2021

Cooperative Security, Democratic Community
and Rule of Law
Having a values-based approach is crucial in collectively managing foreign
policy issues which includes the integration and respect for the rule of law.

“Through their official interventions, leaders from 100
governments announced a wide range of commitments
and pledges in support of democratic renewal centered
on the Summit’s three themes of: (1) strengthening
democracy and defending against authoritarianism; (2)
fighting corruption; and (3) promoting respect for
human rights.”
Summit for Democracy
Summary of Proceedings
December 9-10, 2021
“We reiterated ASEAN’s strong commitment to open, rulesbased, and inclusive regionalism and multilateralism in
upholding and promoting multilateral cooperation,
anchored in the principles stipulated in the Charter of the
United Nations and on the basis of international law, in
addressing challenges and harnessing opportunities of
mutual interests while reinforcing ASEAN’s key principles
and values towards achieving peace, security, stability
and promoting sustainable and resilient development
and prosperity in our region.”
ASEAN Foreign Ministers Retreat
Phnom Penh Cambodia | February 16-17, 2022

“

China’s growing involvement in Southeast Asia prompts
a blend of anticipation and uneasiness among its
smaller neighbors as Beijing mounts its drive south with
an assortment of tools. China’s toolbox is loaded with
diverse instruments from “soft power” – economic,
cultural and education diplomacy- to “hard power,”
ranging from threats of military force in the South China
Sea to arms sales and military exchanges. Some of Beijing’s
tactics verge on “sharp power” when it aims at distraction
and manipulation in the political and information space.
The experiences of Southeast Asia are important
beyond the region itself. For other countries, they are a
microcosm of China’s ambitions and give signals about
how the country, its companies, and its military operate
when they move outside China’s borders.
Murray Hiebert
Under Beijing’s Shadow: Southeast Asia’s China Challenge
Center for Strategic and International Studies

Multilateralism and the Future of
Global Governance
Fostering multilateral and strategic partnerships is imperative if the
Philippines is to recover from the consequences of the Duterte’s
administration’s foreign policy decisions and align with the growing
alliance advancing a free and open Indo-Pacific region.

The future of the Indo-Pacific will largely depend on
the development of multilateral and inclusive
cooperation among like-minded states, including the
United States, Australia, Japan, India, and members of
the EU.

Multilateral and Strategic Partnerships
• As more states introduce and realign their foreign policy,
countries like the Philippines should use the opportunity
to create additional channels for cooperation.
• The Philippine government should learn and strategize
through its existing alliances and partnerships to
advance its strategic interests and contribute to the
global effort of promoting a Free and Open Indo-Pacific.

• As part of an interconnected and networked international
society, the Philippines must develop a more responsive
and strategic foreign policy that will effectively contribute
to the ongoing efforts to collectively manage global and
regional issues.
A Responsive and Strategic Foreign Policy Outlook in an Interconnected and Multipolar World

The incoming administration should also consider the
various Indo-Pacific strategies being pushed by the
international community in formulating its own policy
and engagement policy.

ASEAN’s Indo-Pacific
Outlook

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) launched ASEAN
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific during the 2019 ASEAN Senior Officials
Meeting (SOM) held in Bangkok, Thailand. The document highlights the
importance of the Asia-Pacific and the Indian Ocean regions as among
the “most dynamic in the world as well as centers of economicgrowth.”

Quad and the
Indo-Pacific Strategy

The leaders of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, including the United
States, Japan, Australia, and India, have emphasized the vital role of QUAD
cooperation in the Indo- Pacific region. Currently, the group has been
engaging in multilateral cooperation in the areas of security, economic,
and health issues.

EU Strategy for
Cooperation in the
Indo-Pacific

Released in April 2021, the EU Strategy for Cooperation in the Indo- Pacific
aims to promote an open and rules-based regional security architecture.
The seven priority areas in this strategy include sustainable and inclusive
prosperity, green transition, ocean governance, digital governance and
partnerships, connectivity, security and defense, and human security.

“

We reaffirm our unwavering support for ASEAN
unity and centrality and for the practical
implementation of ASEAN Outlook on the IndoPacific.
We
welcome
the
EU’s
Joint
Communication on the EU Strategy for
Cooperation in the Indo-Pacific which was
announced in September 2021 and increased
European engagement in the Indo-Pacific region.
Quad Joint Leaders’ Statement
May 24, 2022

Toward A More Responsive and
Strategic Philippine Foreign Policy
A more responsive and strategic foreign policy should be cognizant and
considerate of national interest, economic diplomacy, human security,
alliances and strategic partnerships and the public sentiments.

•

•

As various challenges continue to emerge from the
current international order, the Philippines must
reassess its position in the region and work towards
the development of a more responsive and strategic
foreign policy. This will involve the development and
implementation of a long-term program that will focus
on the re-evaluation of the country’s foreign policy
direction,
economic
initiatives,
and
the
establishment of new alliances and strategic
partnerships.
Given the lessons from previous administrations, the
incoming Marcos administration can push for policies
and initiatives that are consistent with the interests
of the Filipino people.
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A More Responsive and Strategic
Philippine Foreign Policy

• The Philippine government should also
prioritize partners that promote a rulesbased
international
order.
Regarding
security alliances, it is only natural to
cooperate with trusted countries to advocate
for a rules-based regional order and to assert
the Philippines' sovereign rights in the West
Philippine Sea.
• With
the
international
community's
support, it is high time that the Philippine
government moved on from the small-state
narrative and worked its way up to become a
more relevant player in the region.
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In a nutshell, a more responsive and strategic
foreign policy in the next six years and beyond
should therefore be cognizant and considerate
of the following conditions and factors:

The configuration of Philippine
national interest with the evolving
interconnectedness and multipolarity.

Equal consideration to various factors
affecting human security, such as
climate change, pandemics,
environmental degradation, and
resource scarcity.

Economic diplomacy as the primary
means of showing the contribution of
both state and non-state actors in
national development and
international diplomacy.

The continuing importance of
alliances and strategic partnerships in
navigating the changing international
order.

The public position on how
government should act on
international issues and developments.
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A More Responsive and Strategic Philippine Foreign Policy
Implement a clear, cohesive, and consistent foreign policy direction, and
develop the country’s comprehensive power according to its military,
economic, scientific, and cultural capabilities.
Given the support of the international community, the Philippine government should chart
a new foreign policy direction and develop long-term partnerships with like-minded states.

Uphold national sovereignty and territorial integrity in the West Philippine Sea
by fostering multilateral and inclusive cooperation through alliances and
strategic partnerships.
The new administration should prioritize the development of policies that will allow the
country to step up and strategically work with allies and partners to ensure that international
laws, treaties, and agreements in the preservation of a rules-based international order are
being strictly followed.

Prioritize economic engagements and cooperation in regional and global
economic initiatives.
As the country continues its economic recovery, the new administration should prioritize and
reinforce economic diplomacy in developing its foreign policy to attract foreign investments,
generate new jobs, and spur economic growth.
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