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Band of Brothers 

• In 1922, Manila held a state funeral for  Rear Admiral John Saumarez Dumaresq CB CVO, the first 
Australian born commander of the Australian fleet and the captain of HMAS SYDNEY during the last two 

years of the First World War;

• During the Second World War, Filipino and Australian troops fought on the same side. The single deadliest 
day for Australian forces was 01 July 1942, when more than one fiftieth of all Australian Service Personnel, 
who were taken as prisoners during operations in South Pacific, were killed in northwestern coast of the 
Philippines aboard an Imperial Japanese;

• During the war, Australian forces aided Philippine guerilla fighting against Imperial Japanese forces, 
particularly in the island of Mindanao, which is relatively close to Australia’s northern shores. Both the Royal 
Australian Air Force (RAAF), which provided critical intelligence, as well as the Royal Australian Navy 
(RAN) contributed cruisers, which played a critical role in Battle of Surigao Strait (1944), were instrumental 
to the eventual liberation of the Philippines from Imperial Japanese forces; 



Bilateral Security Milestones 

• Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Cooperative Defense Activities on 22 August 1995.

• The new deal provided the foundations for the establishment of the Joint Defense Cooperation Committee 

(JDCC), which is tasked with overseeing the operationalization of a wide range of joint military activities.

• The milestone in bilateral relations, however, was the Philippine Senate’s overwhelming (17 in favor, 1 against) 

ratification of the Status of Visiting Forces Agreement (Sovfa) between the Philippines and Australia in 2012

• “We have not ratified the SoVFA between Australia and the Philippines for two years because we did not see the 
need for it”, but now, “because of our problem with China, which claims some islands in the West Philippine Sea 
[Philippine Exclusive Economic Zone in the South China Sea] which are ours, we suddenly want to ratify it.” 
Senator Joker Arroyo on SoVFA ratification 





Bilateral Security Cooperation Milestones
• After the ratification of SOVFA, the Philippine Department of National Defense (DND) announced that 

Australian forces would soon joint US-Philippine wargames, sending as many as 68 participants to the 2014
Balikatan exercises. In October 2013, the two sides established the Joint Defense Cooperation Working Group 
(JDCC) and the Defense Cooperation Working Group (DCWG) to operationalized their defense agreement;

• Joint Declaration on Australia-Philippine Comprehensive Partnership (DCP). 

• In early 2016, three former Royal Australian Navy (RAN) Balikpapan-class land craft heavy (LCH) were
transferred to the Philippine Navy (PN) as part of a broader package of five vessels, two of which were
already commissioned into the PN a year earlier.

• The acquisitions form RAN are expected to strengthen the Philippines’ humanitarian assistance and disaster 
relief operations (HADR) capabilities, a cornerstone of bilateral security cooperation with Australia. The 
centrality of HADR to Philippine-Australia relations was fully on display in the immediate aftermath of the 
Haiyan (Yolanda) super typhoon, a once-every-century natural disaster, which devastated large parts of 
central islands of Visayas. 

• 2017: Marawi operations and Australia deploying the HMAS Adelaide and the HMAS Darwin for a four-day 





Trade and Economic Relations

• Bilateral trade and investment ties are substantial. Two-way trade between 
Australia and Southeast Asia has exceeded US$100 billion in recent years, while 
bilateral investment was as large as $259 billion in the pre-pandemic years. 
Australia has also hosted as many as 100,000 students from the region in recent 
years; 

• Australian investment in the Philippine reached AU$9.3 billion in 2016, while 
Philippine investment in Australia were valued at AU$1.3 billion in the same year. 

• By 2017, bilateral trade reached AU$4.8 billion. In 2016, as many as 216,000 
Australian visited the Philippines, while more than 8,000 Filipinos were studying 
in Australia. Beyond economic and people-to-people ties, Philippine-Australia 
relations also began benefitting from major strides in the realm of security 
cooperation. 

https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/regional-architecture/asean
https://www.dfat.gov.au/international-relations/regional-architecture/asean
https://www.studyinternational.com/news/asean-australia-student-exchange-new-colombo-plan/






Neither, Nor 

• Marcos Jr.’s Foreign Policy Reset: Negation of Negation

* Negates Duterte era strategic subservience towards China

• Negates ‘liberal’ Filipino president’s US-centric foreign policy

• ”Normalization” of PH foreign policy: More ASEAN than Mexican! 

• Like Father, Like Son: Multi-Vector Foreign Policy 



The Triangular Dance





Taiwan Angle











Spoke-to-Spoke Alliances

• Shared Interest: No Single Power should control/dominate/disrupt the 
South China Sea and regional SLOCs;

• Quad Plus: Core ASEAN states cooperate with Quad and likeminded 
external powers to uphold UNCLOS and a rules-based regional order;

• Collaborative initiatives: US, Japan, Australia (Blue Dot Network), G7 (Build 
Back Better World), and EU Connectivity Initiatives – geared towards 
capacity-building 

• SQUAD: Regularized military exercises, and institutionalized dialogue on 
maritime security issue;





Beyond the Quad 

• On one hand, the new prime minister has signaled continuity in Australia’s Quad 
policy by emphasizing how “I acknowledge all that the Quad has achieved” and 
declaring that his government is committed to “standing together for a free, open 
and resilient Indo-Pacific region and working together to tackle the biggest 
challenges of our time, including climate change and the security of our region.” 

• The new government says it is also intent on maximizing the potential of the 
AUKUS defense agreement with traditional allies. On her part, Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong also clarified earlier during the election campaign that Australia had 
“actually already chosen” a side by maintaining robust defense ties with the US, 
which enjoyed “deep bipartisan support.” https://www.alp.org.au/policies/defence-
force-posture-review

https://www.alp.org.au/policies/defence-force-posture-review
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K5aLZl-wCaA
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/defence-force-posture-review
https://www.alp.org.au/policies/defence-force-posture-review




ASEAN Centrality

• Defense Minister Richard Marles visited Southeast Asian to revitalize bilateral ties. During his visit to
Singapore for the Shangri-La Dialogue earlier this year, Marles made it clear that relations with ASEAN
nations will be “completely central” to Australia’s strategic priorities.

• Australia’s Bahasa-speaking and Malaysian-born top diplomat, Penny Wong, received a rockstar reception in
Indonesia. A major thrust of Australia’s regional policy will likely be developmental cooperation, including in
the realm of climate change and green infrastructure development.

• Australia’s new climate change and energy minister, Chris Bowen, is also a fluent Malay speaker, underscoring
the potential for warm and mutually respectful relations between Canberra and key Southeast Asian countries.
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/wong-s-bahasa-pitch-indonesia

file://///Users/richardheydarian/Desktop/Australia’s%20Deputy%20PM%20and%20Defence%20Minister%20Richard%20Marles
file://///Users/richardheydarian/Desktop/Australia’s%20Deputy%20PM%20and%20Defence%20Minister%20Richard%20Marles
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/jun/07/it-is-clear-australias-voice-is-being-heard-in-the-region-and-thats-in-no-small-part-due-to-penny-wong
https://www.dit.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/958236/DOCS_AND_FILES-17839389-v4-Technical_Services_-_Green_Infrastructure_Commitment.pdf
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/wong-s-bahasa-pitch-indonesia
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/wong-s-bahasa-pitch-indonesia


Policy Recommendations
• Connectivity Minilateralism/Alt-BIR - Blue Dot Network (together with US and Japan) and Build 

Back Better World (together with G7); 

• Strategic investments – booming new sectors 

• Intelligence and security – high-tech and intel-sharing deepening 

• Counter-Sharp Power Cooperation - . The National Security Legislation Amendment (Espionage 
and Foreign Interference) Act 2018; Foreign Influence Transparency Scheme Act 2018; 
Australia’s Foreign Relations (State and Territory Arrangements) Act 2020; Security Legislation 
Amendment (Critical Infrastructure) Bill 2020; 2021 amendment of the Higher Education 
Support Act 2003 (HESA); 

• People-to-People – expansion in scholarship and education cooperation intiatives

https://www.oecd.org/newsroom/the-oecd-proposes-a-prototype-for-the-blue-dot-network-to-operationalise-quality-infrastructure-projects.htm
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/12/fact-sheet-president-biden-and-g7-leaders-launch-build-back-better-world-b3w-partnership/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/06/12/fact-sheet-president-biden-and-g7-leaders-launch-build-back-better-world-b3w-partnership/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A01234
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Series/C2004A01234
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